Utah State Board of Education

9™ /10™ GRADE ASSESSMENT

UNDERSTANDING THE
DEVELOPMENT

PROCESS

The development of Utah’s 9th
and 10th grade assessmentsis a
rigorous, multi-phase process
that spans approximately two
years, from initial item writing to
operational use. This extended
timeline ensures that every test
item meets the highest standards
of quality, fairness, and alignment
to the Utah Core Standards.

As part of the transition from UA+
to RISE, students will no longer
take a single test based solely on
grade level. Instead, assessments
will be aligned to the specific
course a student is enrolled in,
providing a more accurate and
relevant measure of their learning.

With the passing of S.B. 39 in the
2025 Legislative Session, Utah
state summative assessments for
grades 9 and 10 will be adaptive
and course-based starting in
Spring of 2027. USBE has
contracted with Cambium
Assessment, Inc. (CAl) to develop
assessment items for the courses
listed here.

CONTACT:

KATIE BARES
SECONDARY MATH
KATIE.BARES@SCHOOLS.UTAH.GOV

MEGAN LOPEZ
SECONDARY ELA
MEGAN.LOPEZ@SCHOOLS.UTAH.GOV

SAMANTHA TINKEY
SECONDARY SCIENCE
SAMANTHA.TINKEY@SCHOOLS.UTAH.GOV

The USBE Assessment Development Team invites Utah educators
to participate in RISE item development workshops for Grades 9
and 10 in Science, Mathematics, and English Language Arts.

WHY PARTICIPATE?

ENSURE YOU ARE TEACHING CONTENT AT A HIGH LEVEL OF RIGOR
DEEPEN YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF STATE STANDARDS
STRENGTHEN CLASSROOM-TO-ASSESSMENT ALIGNMENT
SUPPORT EQUITABLE AND MEANINGFUL TESTING

EARN PROFESSIONAL LEARNING CREDIT

COLLABORATE WITH PEERS STATEWIDE

CONTRIBUTE TO STUDENT-CENTERED TEST DESIGN

DEVELOPMENT NEEDS:
SCIENCE MATHEMATICS ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
BioLoGY SECONDARY MATH| |ENGLISH 9

EARTH AND SPACE |SECONDARY MATH Il |ENGLISH10

SCIENCE SECONDARY MATH IlI
PHYsICS

CHEMISTRY

WE ARE HERE DEVELOPMENT TIMELINE:
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PARTICIPATE IN TEST DEVELOPMENT

RECEIVE EMAIL UPDATES AND WORKSHOP INVITES FOR YOUR CONTENT AREA:

SCIENCE:HTTPS://LISTS.UEN.ORG/MAILMAN/LISTINFO/UTAHSCIENCECLUSTERD
EVELOPMENT

MATH: HTTPS://LISTS.UEN.ORG/MAILMAN/LISTINFO/UTAH-MATH-ASSESSMENT-
DEVELOPMENT

ELA: HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/ZSPYENPEFIKMGZ408



https://le.utah.gov/~2025/bills/static/SB0039.html
https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/utahscienceclusterdevelopment
https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/utahscienceclusterdevelopment
https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/utah-math-assessment-development
https://lists.uen.org/mailman/listinfo/utah-math-assessment-development
https://forms.gle/zSpYeNPEfikmgz4o8

